Syllabus 

7th Grade Social Studies

I. Principals of a Constitutional Democracy

a. Analyze responsibilities governments, and citizens need to become effective in a constitutional democracy.

i. Compare and contrast the following

1. Limited government

2. Rule by law

3. Majority rule

4. Minority rights 

II. Principals and processes of Governance Systems

a. Compare and contrast limited and unlimited governments (i.e., democratic and authoritarian governments)  and how peoples lives vary under these systems

III. Economic Principals and Systems

a. Apply the following Economic principals

i. Investment 

ii. Productivity

iii. Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

iv. Inflation

v. Profit and profit motive

b. Interpret the past, explain the present and predict the future consequences of economic decisions
c. Explain the consequences of personal and public economic decisions

IV. Elements of Geographic Study and Analysis

a. Use Geographic resource search to process and report information to solve problems and make predictions

b. Construct maps

c. Locate major cities and nations of the world

d. Locate the world’s continents, oceans and major topographic features

e. Locate and describe real places using absolute and relative location

f. Explain physical characteristics such as climate, topography and relationship to water with ecosystem
g. Explain human characteristics such as people’s education, language, diversities, economies, religion, settlement patterns, ethnic background and political systems.

h. Describe how physical process shape the physical environment

i. Describe a variety of ecosystems, and where the may be found, and how physical process and human activities can change them.

j. Identify world-wide patterns of resource distribution

k. Identify environmental consequences of how people use resources

l. Identify effects of natural forces on human activities

m. Explain cause and effect of migration streams, movements of people to job markets and barriers to human movement, and how people overcome such barriers

n. Explain how regions of the world relate to each other and change over time

o. Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present, and predict the future

V. Relationships of individuals and groups to institutions and traditions

a. Analyze how cultural  traditions, human actions, and institutions affect human behaviors
b. Evaluate constructive process or methods for resolving conflicts

c. Identify how laws and events effect members and relationships among groups

VI. Tools of science inquiry

a. Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources, such as oral interviews, artifacts, journals,  documents, photos and letters

b. Use maps, graphs statistical data, timelines, charts and diagrams to interpret, draw conclusions, and make predictions

c. Create maps, graphs statistical data, timelines, charts and diagrams to communicate information

d. Use technology tools for research and presentation

e. Distinguish between fact and opinion and recognize bias, and points of view
f. Identify, research and defend a point of view/ position

